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THEY KNEW THEY WANTED A HOME THEATER. THEY 

JUST DIDN’T KNOW WHAT KIND OF HOME THEATER THEY 

WANTED. THAT WAS UNTIL THEY VISITED WILSHIRE HOME 

ENTERTAINMENT’S SHOWROOM IN THOUSAND OAKS, 

CALIF., WHERE ONE HUSBAND AND WIFE FOUND OUT WHAT 

IT MEANS TO BE INSPIRED.

“They were interested in recreating the experience in their own 

great room,” says James Haeussler, a project designer at Wilshire. 

“We used a Runco DLP projector with a motorized anamorphic 

lens combined with an electric masking Stewart screen to recreate 

the home theater experience.”

Style was very much on the minds of the couple, which is why 

Haeussler worked closely with designers to build the ultimate 

dream theater in a high-traffic area of the couple’s home. “They 

wanted our assistance in designing a system that was simple to 

control, had the latest technology and would also blend with their 

décor,” he says. To control the system, Wilshire used a Crestron 

touch-screen remote and a Lutron lighting module.

The client wanted to really maximize the depth of the room 

by using shallow cabinets in the overall design. “I used large 

in-wall-style Niles speakers and narrow in-cabinet subwoofers 

from Velodyne that could be hidden in the cabinetry behind cloth 

paneling,” says Haeussler. The cloth not only created an aesthetic 

escape for the speakers, but also helped to create even better 

acoustics in the great room.

“By working closely with the interior designer and cabinet maker, 

we were able to fuse the audio/video technology and remote 

graphics with the design of the room,” he says.

The room’s layout presented somewhat of a challenge when it 

came to placing in-wall speakers and regulating lighting. “The room 
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had large windows on almost every wall and the clients wanted 

to still have the ability to use these windows,” says Haeussler. 

“We used a Stewart electric drop-down screen that would retract 

up into a soffit that was created to house the screen. The rear 

speakers were flush-mounted into the ceiling and front speakers 

were hidden in the cabinet.” By simply using the remote control, 

the movie screen can be hidden from plain sight and the clients are 

able to operate any part of the theater very easily.

Michael McMaster, president of Wilshire, says every system the 

company installs can be upgraded down the road. Because many 

installers end up working at Wilshire for years, many customers 

encounter the same people year after year as they tweak and 

upgrade their systems for movies, audio and gaming.

For this couple and their new home theater, the rewards were 

two-fold: being able to navigate the system easily and also knowing 

that even the most sophisticated technology can blend into their 

home décor.

“Seeing a happy client is extremely satisfying,” says Haeussler. 

“Once the project is complete, they watch it come to life.” 
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Because many installers 

end up working at Wilshire 

for years, many customers 

encounter the same people 

year after year as they 

tweak and upgrade their 

systems for movies, audio 

and gaming.


